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67/113. International cooperation in the peaceful uses
of outer space

The General Assemhly

Recallingits resolutions 51/122 of 13 December 1996, 54668 December
1999, 59/2 of 20 October 2004, 61/110 and 61/1114€December 2006, 62/101 of
17 December 2007, 62/217 of 22 December 2007, 6®%P710 December 2010,
65/271 of 7 April 2011 and 66/71 of 9 December 2011

Recognizingthe extraordinary achievements made over the pfigtyears in
human space flight and space exploration for padgefirposes, noting the unique
platform at the global level for international casption in space activities
represented by the Committee on the Peaceful Us@uter Space, and recalling in
that regard the Declaration on the Fiftieth Annsany of Human Space Flight and
the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Committee on theaPeful Uses of Outer Spade,

Deeply convincedof the common interest of mankind in promoting and
expanding the exploration and use of outer spasetha province of all mankind,
for peaceful purposes and in continuing effortsetdend to all States the benefits
derived therefrom, and also of the importance déiinational cooperation in this
field, for which the United Nations should continteeprovide a focal point,

Reaffirmingthe importance of international cooperation in eleping the rule
of law, including the relevant norms of space lawdatheir important role in
international cooperation for the exploration ansk wf outer space for peaceful
purposes, and of the widest possible adherencetésniational treaties that promote
the peaceful uses of outer space in order to meeérging new challenges,
especially for developing countries,

Seriously concernedbout the possibility of an arms race in outercgpand
bearing in mind the importance of article IV of tlieeaty on Principles Governing

! Resolution 66/71, annex.
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the Activities of States in the Exploration and UskeOuter Space, including the
Moon and Other Celestial Bodiés,

Recognizingthat all States, in particular those with majoasg capabilities,
should contribute actively to the goal of prevegtian arms race in outer space as
an essential condition for the promotion and stteeging of international
cooperation in the exploration and use of outercepgfar peaceful purposes,

Recognizing alsobhat space debris is an issue of concern to dlbns,

Noting the progress achieved in the further developmenpedceful space
exploration and applications as well as in variowgional and cooperative space
projects, which contributes to international coagggrn, and the importance of
further developing the legal framework to strengthiaternational cooperation in
this field,

Convinced of the need to promote the use of space technolmyyards
implementing the United Nations Millennium Decldmat?

Seriously concernedbout the devastating impact of disasters,

Desirousof enhancing international coordination and coapien at the global
level in disaster management and emergency respibimsagh greater access to and
use of space-based services for all countries awedithting capacity-building and
institutional strengthening for disaster management particular in developing
countries,

Deeply convincedthat the use of space science and technology &aed t
applications in areas such as telehealth, teleatihrr disaster management,
environmental protection and other Earth observatapplications contribute to
achieving the objectives of the global conferenckEthe United Nations that address
various aspects of economic, social and culturaletgpment, particularly poverty
eradication,

Welcoming in that regard, the fact that the United NatioBenference on
Sustainable Development, held in Rio de Janeir@zBr from 20 to 22 June 2012,
recognized the important role that space scienaktanhnology play in promoting
sustainable development,

Having consideredhe report of the Committee on the Peaceful Ude@uter
Space on the work of its fifty-fifth sessién,

1. Endorsesthe report of the Committee on the Peaceful Usk®Ouoter
Space on the work of its fifty-fifth sessién;

2. Agreesthat the Committee, at its fifty-sixth sessionpsld consider the
substantive items recommended at its fifty-fifthssien/ taking into account the
concerns of all countries, in particular those e¥dloping countries;

2 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 610, No. 8843.

® Resolution 55/2.

* The term “disasters” refers to natural or techgial disasters.

5 Resolution 66/288, annex, para. 274.

® Official Records of the General Assembly, SixtestvSession, Supplement No (&57/20).
" Ibid., para. 345.
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3. Notesthat, at its fifty-first session, the Legal Subowoittee of the
Committee continued its work,as mandated by the General Assembly in its
resolution 66/71;

4. Agreesthat the Legal Subcommittee, at its fifty-secoression, should
consider the substantive items and reconvene th&ing groups recommended by
the Committe€,taking into account the concerns of all countriesparticular those
of developing countries;

5. UrgesStates that have not yet become parties to thegnational treaties
governing the uses of outer sp&t® give consideration to ratifying or acceding to
those treaties in accordance with their national, las well as incorporating them
into their national legislation;

6. Notes that, at its forty-ninth session, the Scientifida Technical
Subcommittee of the Committee continued its wbrs mandated by the General
Assembly in its resolution 66/71;

7. Agreesthat the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee,itat fiftieth
session, should consider the substantive itemsrapdnvene the working groups
recommended by the Committ&etaking into account the concerns of all countries,
in particular those of developing countries;

8. Notes with appreciatiomhat some States are already implementing space
debris mitigation measures on a voluntary basispugh national mechanisms and
consistent with the Space Debris Mitigation Guidel of the Inter-Agency Space
Debris Coordination Committee and with the SpacéixeMitigation Guidelines of
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Spheadorsed by the General
Assembly in its resolution 62/217;

9. Invitesother States to implement, through relevant nationachanisms,
the Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines of the Corted on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space;

10. Considersthat it is essential that States pay more att@ntoothe problem
of collisions of space objects, including those hwituclear power sources, with
space debris, and other aspects of space deblis,feathe continuation of national
research on this question, for the development mproved technology for the
monitoring of space debris and for the compilatéord dissemination of data on space
debris, also considers that, to the extent possitniBormation thereon should be

® Ibid., chap. 11.D; and A/AC.105/1003.

° Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixtysty Session, Supplement No. @Q67/20),
paras. 254-258.

1 Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities afa®s in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space,
including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (lbhifdations, Treaty Seriesvol. 610, No. 8843);
Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Retufstoonauts and the Return of Objects Launcheal int
Outer Space (United NationEreaty Seriesvol. 672, No. 9574); Convention on Internatiohebility for
Damage Caused by Space Objects (United Natibresty Seriesvol. 961, No. 13810); Convention on
Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Spat@téd NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1023, No. 15020);
and Agreement Governing the Activities of Statestib@ Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (United
Nations,Treaty Seriesvol. 1363, No. 23002).

1 Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixtesthv Session, Supplement No. @067/20),
chap. II.C; and A/AC.105/1001.

12 Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixtestv Session, Supplement No. @Q67/20),
paras. 190-195.

23 |bid., Sixty-second Session, Supplement N¢AZER/20), paras. 117 and 118, and annex.
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provided to the Scientific and Technical Subcomedttand agrees that international
cooperation is needed to expand appropriate aratddble strategies to minimize the
impact of space debris on future space missions;

11. Urges all States, in particular those with major spa@pabilities, to
contribute actively to the goal of preventing ammarrace in outer space as an
essential condition for the promotion of internaihd cooperation in the exploration
and use of outer space for peaceful purposes;

12. Endorsesthe United Nations Programme on Space Applicatimns2013,
as proposed to the Committee by the Expert on Spggdications and endorsed by
the Committee?

13. Urgesall Member States to continue to contribute to Tmast Fund for
the United Nations Programme on Space Applicatiomsorder to enhance the
capacity of the Office for Outer Space Affairs betSecretariat to provide technical
and legal advisory services in its priority thencadreas;

14. Notes with satisfactionhe progress made within the framework of the
United Nations Platform for Space-based InformationDisaster Management and
Emergency Response (UN-SPIDER), and encourages MeBiates, on a voluntary
basis, to provide the programme with the necessalditional resources to ensure
that greater support may be provided to MembereStdty UN-SPIDER and its
regional support offices;

15. Notes with appreciatiothe continuous progress made by the International
Committee on Global Navigation Satellite Systemwands achieving compatibility
and interoperability among global and regional g€phased positioning, navigation
and timing systems and in the promotion of the o$gylobal navigation satellite
systems and their integration into national infrasture, particularly in developing
countries, and also notes with appreciation thatltiternational Committee held its
seventh meeting in Beijing from 5 to 9 November 201

16. Also notes with appreciatiothat the African regional centres for space
science and technology education in the French English languages, located in
Morocco and Nigeria, respectively, as well as thentte for Space Science and
Technology Education in Asia and the Pacific, lechin India, and the Regional
Centre for Space Science and Technology EducattwnL&tin America and the
Caribbean, with campuses located in Brazil and Mexiaffiliated to the United
Nations, have continued their education programime2012, and agrees that the
regional centres should continue to report to tloen@ittee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space on their activities;

17. Welcomesin that regard the establishment, in 2012, of @entre for
Space Science and Technology Education for WesAaia, affiliated to the United
Nations, and located in Jordan;

18. Emphasizeshat regional and interregional cooperation in file& of space
activities is essential to strengthen the peaces$els of outer space, assist States in the
development of their space capabilities and conteglio the achievement of the goals
of the United Nations Millennium Declaratidnand to that end requests relevant
regional organizations to offer the assistance sgag/ so that countries can carry
out the recommendations of regional conferences;

4 |bid., Sixty-seventh Session, Supplement No(A&67/20), para. 89; and A/AC.105/1011, sects. II
and lll, and annex lll.
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19. Recognizesin that regard, the important role played by arehces and
other mechanisms in strengthening regional andrimatigonal cooperation among
States, such as the African Leadership Conferemc8pace Science and Technology
for Sustainable Development, the Asia-Pacific RegiloSpace Agency Forum, the
Asia-Pacific Space Cooperation Organization and 8pace Conference of the
Americas;

20. Requestghe Committee to continue to consider, as a maifepriority,
ways and means of maintaining outer space for gehgqmrposes and to report
thereon to the General Assembly at its sixty-eigbelssion, and agrees that during
its consideration of the matter the Committee cocddtinue to consider ways to
promote regional and interregional cooperation #mel role that space technology
could play in the implementation of recommendatimfsthe World Summit on
Sustainable Development;

21. Reiteratesthat space science and technology and their agpipdics make
important contributions to economic, social andterdl development and welfare,
as indicated in the resolution entitled “The Spatdéennium: Vienna Declaration
on Space and Human Development”, adopted on 30 7999 by the Third United
Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peacdfgks of Outer Space
(UNISPACE 1l1),** and General Assembly resolution 59/2, and redhks a number
of the recommendations set out in the plan of actad the Committee on the
implementation of the recommendations of the Cosrieg® have been implemented
and that satisfactory progress is being made inlempnting the outstanding
recommendations through national and regional &od,

22. Emphasizeshe need to increase the benefits of space teolgyohnd its
applications and to contribute to an orderly growfhspace activities favourable to
sustained economic growth and sustainable develapimeall countries, including
mitigation of the consequences of disasters, inipalar in developing countries;

23. Notes with appreciatiorthat the Group on Earth Observations made a
contribution to the United Nations Conference onstainable Development by
addressing issues related to the use of spaceategeospatial data for sustainable
development;

24. Reiteratesthat the benefits of space technology and its iapfibns
should continue to be brought to the attentionparticular, of the major United
Nations conferences and summits for economic, $cmna cultural development
and related fields and that the use of space tdolggoshould be promoted in efforts
towards achieving the objectives of those confeesncand summits and
implementing the Millennium Declaration;

25. Welcomesthe increased efforts to strengthen further theerhAgency
Meeting on Outer Space Activities, and urges egditbf the United Nations system,
particularly those participating in the Inter-Aggnkleeting, to continue to examine,
in cooperation with the Committee, how space saeaad technology and their
applications could contribute to implementing thellehnium Declaration on the
development agenda, particularly in the areas irgdato, inter alia, food security
and increasing opportunities for education;

15 Report of the Third United Nations Conference om Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,
Vienna, 19-30 July 199@nited Nations publication, Sales No. E.00.I@)ap. |, resolution 1.

16 See A/59/174, sect. VI.B.
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26. Requestghe entities of the United Nations system, otheteinational
organizations and the Secretary-General to contiand, where appropriate, to
enhance their cooperation with the Committee angrtvide it with reports on the
issues dealt with in the work of the Committee @sdsubsidiary bodies;

27. Notesthat, in accordance with the agreement reachethbyCommittee
at its forty-sixth session on the measures relatmghe future composition of the
bureaux of the Committee and its subsidiary bodies) the basis of the measures
relating to the working methods of the Committeal ars subsidiary bodie¥ the
African States, the Eastern European States andMbstern European and other
States nominated their candidates for the offideGlair of the Committee, Chair of
the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee and Cludithe Legal Subcommittee,
respectively, for the period 2014-201%;

28. Urges the Asia-Pacific States and the Latin American aaribbean
States to nominate their candidates for the officESecond Vice-Chair/Rapporteur
of the Committee and First Vice-Chair of the Contest, respectively, for the period
2014-2015 before the next session of the Committee;

29. Agreesthat, upon the nomination of the candidates of Aséa-Pacific
States and the Latin American and Caribbean Staties, Committee and its
subsidiary bodies, at their respective session20dh4, should elect their officers
nominated for the period 2014-2015;

30. Endorsesthe decision of the Committee to grant permaneinseover
status to the Ibero-American Institute of Aeronawthd Space Law and Commercial
Aviation?® and the Scientific Committee on Solar-TerrestRalsics*

31. Encouragesthe regional groups to promote participation ie twork of
the Committee and its subsidiary bodies by the eStahembers of the Committee
that are also members of the respective regionalgs.

59th plenary meeting
18 December 2012

7 Official Records of the General Assembly, FiftyhigSession, Supplement No.(2058/20), annex I,
paras. 4-9.

18 |bid., Fifty-second Session, Supplement No.(B052/20), annex |; and ibid Fifty-eighth Session,
Supplement No. 2@/58/20), annex Il, appendix IlI.

9 bid., Sixty-seventh Session, Supplement NGAZY/20), paras. 328, 330 and 331.
2 |bid., paras. 333 and 334.
2 |bid., paras. 335 and 336.



